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Red Knights Motorcycle Club

New York 9
Constitution and By-Laws

Article 1:  Name and Purpose

1. The name of the chapter will be known as “Red Knights International Firefighters Motorcycle Club, New York 9.

2. The purpose of this chapter is to provide a social Motorcycle Club for active and retired personnel of the Fire Service, and to promote the safe and proper operation of a motorcycle.

3. In the event of dissolution of this Red Knights Chapter 9, any remaining funds the club may have shall be turned over to any non-profit charitable organization that can utilize the funds.  Such charitable organization shall be voted on by the membership.

Article 2:  Organization Identities as Depicted by International by-laws

1. The chapter EMBLEM shall be the standard Red Knight Patch, to be worn on the Vest only.
     2.  The Chapter shall use the Star Spangled Banner as its Anthem.
3. The MOTTO of the chapter shall be “Loyal to our Duty”.
Article 3:  Membership and Dues

      There shall be six classifications of membership; Active, Associate, 
      Social, Special Honorary, Charter and Compassionate Honorary  
      members.

1. Active Membership shall be available to active, retired, or disabled firefighter presently owning or having access to a motorcycle and holding a valid motorcycle endorsement license.  Paid or volunteer firefighters, EMT’s, Auxiliary members, Brigade and military firefighters are all eligible to be active members and shall be treated equally.  They may hold any Office in the Chapters Executive Board.
2. Associate Membership shall be offered to any person who has been proposed in writing for such membership and contributed to the promotion of the Chapter for a minimum of six months and wishes to participate in Chapter activities.  Final approval shall be by majority vote of the Chapter at the meeting held at the end of the six month period.  Associate members will not exceed 10% of the existing active members. 

3. Social Membership Social members shall be a Spouse, Partner, Boyfriend, Girlfriend, Son, Daughter, Brother or Sister of an Active Member, Associate Member. 
4. Special Honorary Membership may be granted to a chaplain or a person deemed “worthy” of such recognition by consensus of the chapter members
5. Charter Membership are members who have joined the chapter by JUNE 27, 2009.
6. Compassionate Honorary Member – The Compassionate Honorary Member title will be given to the surviving spouse or partner of any member of a Chapter if they were an Active Member, Associate Member or Honorary Member.  This membership would be presented by the Chapter for tenure of the Chapters desire.  There shall be no dues payable by this category of membership to the International Corporation.  This will allow the Compassionate Honorary Member to continue to be active in the fraternal family of the Chapter without placing a burden on the Member or Chapter.
Life Membership is an Active member who has been a member for 25 years and due to health or age can no longer ride a motorcycle. The Chapter shall pay such membership cost annually.
All members shall keep the Secretary informed of any changes in address, phone number or email address or any other pertinent information.
The tenure of Active membership shall be from January 1 to December 31, or any portion of the intervening period.  The tenure of an Associate membership shall be at the pleasure of the Executive Board of the chapter.  The tenure of a Social membership shall be determined by the status of their sponsor.  The tenure of the Honorary membership shall be at the pleasure of the chapter members.
Each new Active, Associate, or Social member shall pay dues in the amount set by the chapter members.
No one shall be denied membership because of sex, religion, race, political affiliation or disability.
Any member who terminates his or her membership in the Red Knights, for any reason shall discontinue the wearing of the club identifying regalia that may indicate membership in the Red Knights.
The Charter rockers shall be worn only by Charter members.  A charter member from any Chapter who transfers his or her membership to New York 9 may continue to wear his or her charter rocker.  The patches and rockers can go on vest only.
Annual Membership Dues:                         
       Active member      $17.00
Associate member $17.00

Social member       $17.00

Special Honorary member    $0.00  (Paid by the chapter)
Compassionate Honorary member   (do not pay dues)

New member dues and prorating:  The initial membership dues paid by new members will be prorated based on the date they join the club.  For the first 6 months of the year, dues are to be paid in full.  For the third quarter of the year half of the dues shall be paid.  For the fourth quarter of the year only one quarter of the annual dues will be paid.
Article 4:  Executive Board
1. The administration of the Chapter shall be vested in the Executive Board, composed of six members, who shall be voted for by the membership and shall be elected at the Annual Election Meetings and assume responsibility of office for a term of one year.  The President and Vice President must be Active Members.  The offices of Secretary, Treasurer, Road Captain and Quartermaster may be held by Active, Associate or Social members.

2. Any vacancy that may occur during an elected term of office shall be filled by a majority vote of the Executive members present at any meeting of the Executive Board, with subsequent approval of the Chapter membership at the next regular meeting, but only for the remainder of the term.

3. The Executive board shall have supervision of, and be responsible for all affairs and property of the Chapter, and shall inspect as often as desired the records, books, and accounts of the Chapter.  It shall have the power to suspend or expel any member for Due Cause.  It may delegate specific authority of the Board to such person or committee to act on behalf of the chapter.

4. In addition to all the powers granted by the Chapter, and hereafter conferred upon the Executive Board, the Board shall have the right to accept for and in behalf of the Chapter appropriations, or grants-in-aid, from any source that may be tendered in money, goods, real or personal property, or services for the good of the Chapter.  It may pledge the faith of the Chapter with or without security, if occasions should arise in the pursuance of its work. 

Article 5:  Officers

1. The officers of the Chapter shall be President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Road Captain, and Quartermaster.  All of whom shall be elected as per the By-Laws of the Chapter, and they shall serve in such offices until the close of business of the next annual election meeting at which time their successor shall assume responsibilities of the office.  Additional positions may be established and filled through elections, as required.

2. Any vacancy in the elective office may be filled by the Executive Board with subsequent approval of the Chapter members at the next regular meeting, but only for the remainder of the term so vacated.

3. President: shall be the executive officer of the Chapter.  He or she shall preside at all meetings of the Chapter and the Executive Board, and shall be ex-officio member of all committee’s.  He or she shall be the cosigner with the treasurer on all notes, mortgages, and other legal documents given on behalf of the Chapter, and shall, if required by the Board, give such security bond as may be required at the expense of the Chapter.  He or she shall have the power to call meetings of the Executive Board and shall make full and complete reports of the work of the Chapter and the actions of the Executive Board at the meeting of the Chapter.
4. Vice President: in the absence of the President shall assume all duties and responsibilities of the President.
5. Secretary:  shall attend all meetings of the Executive Board and shall keep accurate records of all business transactions at such meetings.  He or she shall keep an accurate record of the membership of the Chapter; take an account of paid membership from the Treasurer for the record.  He or she shall give an adequate notice of all meetings of the Executive Board.  For the purpose set forth, the term “Adequate Notice” shall mean at least sufficient time to reach the place of the meeting under normal conditions.  The Secretary shall also file all necessary documents and tax forms in accordance with State and Federal laws.
6. Treasurer:  shall be the custodian of all the Chapter funds.  He or she shall receive all Chapter funds, depositing same in the name of the Chapter in such Bank, or Trust Company as may be designated by the Executive Board, and keep an accurate record of all receipts and disbursements.  He or she must sign all Checks with the appropriate co-signer.  He or she shall be co-signer with the President or Vice-President of all Notes, Mortgages and other legal documents given on behalf of the Chapter, and shall if required by the Board, give such security bond as may be requested at the expense of the Chapter.  He or she shall not make any disbursements of the Chapter funds in excess of $50.00 without the prior approval of the Board.  He or she shall make a full and accurate report of all the financial situations of the Chapter at each meeting, and upon request, at any meeting of the Executive Board.
7. Sergeant at Arms:  shall have the following duties.  Shall lead the members in the pledge of Allegiance in the beginning of each meeting, and shall maintain order during the meetings so that the business of the meeting can be accomplished in an orderly and timely manner.
8. Road Captain:  shall have the following duties.  To plan all Chapter tours, to lead the Chapter in formation riding and parades, to enforce all rules of group riding, and to select an Assistant Road Captain as necessary.
9. Quartermaster:  he or she shall order any products or items required by the Chapter Executive Board and membership.  All funds for products purchased and sold shall be recorded and given to the Chapter Treasurer.  All money expended shall be previously approved by the Chapter Executive Board and Membership.  He or she shall have the books audited by the Audit and Finance Committee prior to the Annual Meeting and a report presented at the annual meeting.  At the expiration of his or her term of office, he or she shall transfer all books, papers, monies and other Chapter property to his or her successor in office.
    10.  At the absence of the Secretary at any meeting at which his/her  

           presence is necessary, the presiding officer may appoint a 

           temporary substitute for taking of minutes only.
    11.  Web page editor:  shall be appointed by the President:
a) He/she shall report to the President and carry out any duties as required by the Constitution and By-Laws, and fulfill any request the President or Executive Board requires of a Web page editor.

b) He/she shall produce and update a chapter web page.  (This may be done with the assistance of members of the Executive Board.)

c) He/she shall promote and ensure that the information on the RKMC chapter is accurately recorded and reported.

d) Any expenses he/she may acquire shall be authorized by the Executive Board prior to the action requiring the expense, except the cost of reports, mailing and phone costs relating to Red Knights business.  Such expenses shall have receipts sent to the chapter treasurer prior to being paid.

Article 6:  Committee’s

1. Standing and other Committees.  The following Committees may be appointed by the President at the Annual Meeting. (** are required)
a) By-Laws Committee. **

b) Audit and Finance Committee. **

c) Nomination Committee. **

d) Safety Committee. **

e) Grievance Committee. **

f) Entertainment Committee.

g) Membership Committee.
2. The Executive Board may, from time to time, appoint such other Committee’s as it may deem necessary or advisable for carrying out the proposed work of the Chapter, and delegate to such committee’s such authority and power as it may see fit.  To grant within the limits of its own authority.
3. At least 30 days prior to the date of the annual Election Meeting of the Chapter, the Executive Board shall appoint a nominating Committee composed of 3 members of the Chapter who shall list all nominations to the Board to fill whatever vacancies may occur at the Annual Elections Meeting.  The committee will elect its own chairperson, who will report its findings to the members present at the meeting, but such report will not preclude the nominations of other members from the floor of the meeting for vacancies on the Executive Board.  A notice of place and time shall be mailed in advance of the Annual Election meeting by the secretary to all members of the Chapter.
Article 7:  Meetings

1. The order of business at all meetings shall be as follows;
a)   Call to Order.

b)   Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

c)   Moment of Silence for departed Brother/sister firefighters.

d)   Introduction of Members and Guests.

e)   Reading and approval of minutes from previous meeting.

f)   Treasurers report. Presentation of bills and payments.

g)   Report of officers.

h)   Committee reports.

i)   Unfinished business.

j)   New business. (Election and Installation of Officers.)

k)   Reading of correspondence/announcements and 
            action  taken.
l)   Reading of applications for Membership.

m)   Adjournment.

2. The monthly meeting of the Chapter shall be held on the Second Wednesday of each month at 7:00 pm.  The Executive Board may change the meeting day or time for the good of the Chapter.  The meeting place and time shall be designated by the Executive Board, provided due notice is given.  Seven active, associate and social members shall constitute a quorum for the transactions of business, but a lesser number can adjourn the meeting to a later date.

3. The Chapters Annual Meeting shall be held in December.  This shall be a special event of the Chapter.  At the Annual Meeting, the election and installation of new officers will be held, annual officers reports and the yearly dues are payable to the Chapter Treasurer.  The president will appoint all necessary committees.  All members and special guests shall be notified by the Chapter Secretary of the date, time and place at least one week prior to the Annual Meeting.

4. By vote of the Executive Board or upon the written petition of at least seven active, associate, or social members of the chapter, it shall be the duty of the President or his or her representative to call a special meeting of the chapter, at such time and place as may be designated by the Executive Board or the petitioners as the case may be.  The Secretary shall give adequate notice thereof to all voting members of the Chapter.  Only such business that has been set forth in the notice therefore shall be transacted at a special meeting of the Chapter.

5. There shall be no voting by proxy at any meeting of the Chapter and only active, associate and social members in good standing, as verified by the Secretary shall be allowed to vote.  Invited guests may be allowed to take part in the discussion on matters during the meeting so long as the decorum thereof is not unduly disturbed.

6. The Executive Board shall meet, subject to the call of the President or upon the written petition of at least three of its members as often as may be deemed necessary by the President or the members of the Board.  A majority of the Executive Board members shall constitute a quorum for transaction of business at a meeting of the board, but a lesser number may adjourn the meeting to a later date.

7. At all meetings of the Executive Board and at all meetings of the Chapter, after being established that a quorum is present, a majority of the votes cast on matters before the meeting shall rule.

8. Robert’s Rules of Order shall govern the conduct of any meeting unless inconsistent with the Chapter By-Laws.
Article 8:  Alcohol, Drug use and Safety Standards

1. Alcohol and drug abuse will not be tolerated by members at Chapter functions or meetings.
Article 9:  Business Office

1. Unless specified otherwise by the Executive Board the Postal address of the President shall be deemed business address of the Chapter.

Article 10:  Use of Club Identities

1. The use of club identities such as patches, decals, membership cards, jackets, and special registrations is limited to members in good standing.  Any violation of this Article as well as any other article herein set forth shall be cause for termination of membership, after a hearing of the Executive Board.
2. The top rocker identified as “Charter Member” shall be worn by an Active member who has joined this chapter during the Charter period from June 27, 2008 to June 27, 2009.  A Charter member that transfers his or her membership from another Red Knights chapter may retain his Charter member rocker.
Article 11:  Amendments

1. This Constitution may be repealed or amended only at the Annual meeting by a two-thirds vote of the members present and eligible to vote provided the proposed changes to the Constitution were submitted in writing to the Secretary and presented at the November meeting and voted at the December meeting
On a motion made and seconded.  It was voted to accept these By-Laws as the general rules of the Red Knights Motorcycle Club, NY 9. This date being December 11, 2008. 

PRESIDENT_David Weiler_________________________________

VICE PRESIDENT _Keith Babcock
SECRETARY __Cheryl Weiler______________________________
TREASURER ___Julie Swanson___________________________

SGT. AT ARMS ___Dave Huber____________________________

ROAD CAPTAIN __Allen Parker____________________________
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